2022 Annual OWA Meeting August 20, 2022
Start time: 9:04 am
State Chairman Report:
Wait until September 1st for safe sport, remind all coaches staff and anyone working with kids along with students that will be turning 18 during their wrestling season or are already 18.
Leadership conference Oregon kept getting brought up as an involving state as far as wrestling goes.
OSAA has put a practice limitation rule on practicing after your sport: 6 weeks of no contact with wrestlers after their state tournament. Steve suggests all high schools get their memberships plus their charter to avoid the rule. Rule states that its recommended not mandatory, can be left up to each school.
Changes from the leadership summit: Fargo has exploded especially in women’s wrestling. Each state is given 4 persons per weight for both men and women. Women will have to qualify now. 
A schedule is being worked on to be able to shorten it by a half of a day and allow a separation for men and women 
Steve will be staying on as chairman of Jr Olympic committee for 2 more years.
Restore College Wrestling in Oregon:
Larry took the podium, explained the program and how its grown in the past 10 years. Umpqua southern eastern Corbin and warren pacific all showed major success for restoring wrestling. Linn field will start wrestling this year Chad Hankey will be the head coach needs old mats if anyone could donate. 36 new students which helps bring in revenue to the school. Met with George fox and Willamette college. The surge for women’s wrestling is booming 138 women’s programs throughout the US. Linfield is looking for coaches, give names to Steve to pass on to restore.
Restore provided all medals and plaques for all state tournaments.
Steve makes a proposal to up the fee for each entry fee to increase to $2.00 per tournament and the increase by another $0.50 next year. Less than 10% of what it costs for each wrestler entry fee which is capped out at $25 with certified officials and $20 without. This year the $1.00 will go straight to Restore and the following year $1.50 will go to USA wrestling. 
Taking a vote to increase wrestling entry fee to $2.00where the increase will go directly to Restore and then $2.50 the following year which will benefit USA
Motion to increase tournament fees to $30 per participant with certified officials and $25 without amended to all three styles only local tournaments not including State tournaments
Huntley from peninsula requested to mandate a cap for a family limit as far as spectators, Steve suggested that this is up to the tournament operator decision. 
Clarification needed on rather the fee increase per participant will follow through to freestyle Greco
Taking vote: Both motions passed almost unanimously.

Roy Pitman and Dave Kerr to take the podium:
Officials report:
Focusing on all three styles collectively, need to find a way to grow our referee program, old and young and what that’s going to take to be on the same page as the coaches.
Adapt and get familiar with the rules which are changing.
USA wrestling is making a change where coaches that have been red carded can not be allowed to go to the following tournament.
Roy created a spreadsheet on the 8 fundamental skills that all wrestlers and coaches should have.
More tournaments allow to get better as a ref and a coach.
Cursing, violent and personal verbal attacks will not be tolerated.
Will there be a Jr ref program in Portland metro area. Dave said OSAA is working on approval with the commissioners 
Qualified specialists to do quality skin checks to avoid infectious disease and the spread of such.
Clubs need to promote the youth program or implementing more refs for their area. All clubs need to contact Dave or Roy for further information regarding how to get more refs.
Rick Bell took podium, Steve is up for chairman, motion to elect Steve Thorpe again for 2 years, motion to open for anyone else interested in position, no one volunteered, motion to close.
Steve remains chairman for OWA  
Les Combs takes the podium:
Les can help facilitate organizing a bronze clinic for coaches. Contact him for more information. Steve 
suggests that all coaches get their bronze certification. 
In October there will be a coaches and parent clinic. Along with a wrestling induction for the hall of fame October 22nd 
Mike Simons takes the podium with cultural exchange:
International travel has been difficult since covid.
2023 boys’ and girls’ teams to travel to Africa and 2024 the Japan team will come but without a woman’s team as of now, try outs for summer Africa trip will be in March, only high schoolers allowed 9-12 9/10 boys and girls. 
Heather had a presentation regarding the pairing directors’ position and how it has expanded.
Rick went over the Jr Division and ended up taking 13th in the state. 
Volunteers are needed to drive to Fargo and get donor vans to help keep the costs down. Same singlet and design every year. Looking for corporate sponsors for Fargo.
16u (Cadets) Rudy took the podium:
Rudy’s position is up for election
Branden Bailey was nominated but must serve as council first.
Kevin Keeney was nominated, moved to second and voted in. Kevin Keeney will serve as new Cadet director.
Two council positions available: Beau Hampton would like to stay on as council and Brandon Bailey was nominated.
Moved to vote…
Cadet council is as followed: 
Kevin Keeney= Director (2 year term)
Bandon Bailey= Council (2 year term)
Beau Hampton= Council (2 year term)
Josh Reyes= Council (term up next year)
Dan Potts= Council (term up next year)
Woman’s Director up for reelection. Natasha is nominated to stay in position motion moved to closed Natasha will serve an additional two-year term as director.
Stephanie Matthew’s is the new Oregon Classic director. Steve gave his thanks to all the work Cleve Thompson has given to the tournament over his years.
Beach tournament will stay July 4th.
Lesa (Kids director) took the podium:
Kids state had 1,220 participants; State will be held in Redmond January 27-29th 2023
Western States may be going back to Pocatello 
Lesa is working with a new company for a new and improved website.
Lesa needs nominations for Council members:
Tara Potts, Gabe Sunnel and Samantha Howe are all nominated and voted in as Kids Council.
Went over the Oregon wrestling schedule for the year and that teams must be sanctioned and without payment for the fee they will not be on the poster.
Rollin Schimmel Award nominations: Lesa Lawrence, Rudy Soliz, and Rick Bell.
Votes were taken and Lesa Lawrence is the Rollin Schimmel award recipient.
End of meeting.


















